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lower (z-score=-2.064, p=0.039). A subject’s wage, 
whether it was below, at, or above minimum wage, 
did not significantly relate to the scores of anxiety, 
depression, or quality of life. A child’s quality of life 
decreased significantly if a parent had undergone 
surgery compared to cases in which a parent had no 
history of surgery (z-score = -2.310, p = 0.019). No 
significant difference was determined in anxiety, 
depression or quality of life scores between the 
children of parents diagnosed with cancer more 
than one year previously and those of parents diag-
nosed less than one year before. The variables pos-
sibly related to anxiety, depression, and quality of 
life are summarized in Table 4. 
DISCUSSION 
This study examines the relationship between a 
parent’s cancer and the child’s levels of anxiety and 
depression and the child’s quality of life. Anxiety 
scores were significantly higher in the case group 
than in the control group. These results are consis-
tent with previous studies. Costas-Muniz deter-
mined a high level of anxiety in 44% of adolescents 
with parents with cancer (26). Flahault et al. also 
reported high scores of anxiety in the offspring of 

cancer patients (27). Most studies in the field have 
focused solely on the prevalence of anxiety symp-
toms. Few studies have investigated the types of 
anxiety disorders implied by these symptoms. Total 
anxiety scores were considerably high in the case 
group for this study, with symptoms particularly 
indicating the prominence of separation anxiety 
disorder (3). This is to be expected, because sepa-
ration anxiety disorder is defined as a clinical con-
dition characterized by extreme anxiety and fear of 
separation from individuals to whom the individual 
has developed attachment (generally the mother 
and father) (28). 
The most significant difference between the psychi-
atric disorders of the control group and the case 
group was the considerable presence of depression 
symptoms indicated by the case group. These find-
ings are consistent with other research. Küçükoğlu 
et al. reported that depressive symptoms were par-
ticularly high in children of parents with cancer 
(17). Rainville et al. determined higher psychologi-
cal distress and depressive states in children of par-
ents with cancer when compared against the nor-
mal population (16,28). A pronounced inverse cor-
relation was observed between the total score for 

Turkish J Clinical Psychiatry 2021;24:5-14

Karayagmurlu A, Naldan ME, Temelli O, Coskun M.

10

Figure 1. The correlation scatter plot for total Revised Child Anxiety and Depression Scale (RCAD-S) 
scores and total Questionnaire for Quality of Life Assessment for Children and Adolescents Parent Form 
(Kid-KINDL) scores in the case group

















































































































































































































Klinik Psikiyatri 2021;24:109-122

Kaya Yıldırım İ, Yorulmaz O.

114








































	Boş Sayfa
	Boş Sayfa
	Boş Sayfa



